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Connections and Ripples
A Message from Brian Thomas, President/CEO 

While planning for my upcoming retirement, I’ve been reflecting on a multi-
tude of wonderful moments and daily connections that have enriched my 

working life. Throughout much of the 1980s, I worked summers as a direct support 
professional at a summer day camp. When I began working at UDS nearly forty 

years later, how delighted I was to see that so many individuals whom I knew as children are now 
thriving in the programs that UDS offers for adults. 

While a camp counselor in my twenties, and now as a senior citizen, I’ve enjoyed bringing a guitar to 
work from time to time, to entertain and sing along with others. Music has a special way of connect-
ing people. As a child at day camp, Glen would come close and touch the guitar, fascinated by the 
vibrations and excited to hear familiar songs. Decades later, I am so happy that Glen and I are again 
able to enjoy that connection during my “bring your guitar to work” days.  

Fostering experiences, connections and good vibrations for hundreds of people each day requires an 
amazing staff and significant financial resources. We rely on a complex mix of public support, grants 
from foundations and corporations, fundraising activities and kind donations from people of all walks 
of life. 

Will you consider setting up a recurring monthly contribution to UDS? In this issue of Aspire!, we are 
launching "The Ripple Effect" campaign to encourage recurring giving of ANY amount each month. 
It is so easy to set up on our website, www.udsakron.org and every dollar and cent will go directly to 
program support. 

Like the vibrations of a guitar 
string, an act of kindness or gener-
osity can ripple out much further 
than can be observed. It puts good 
vibrations into the universe, mak-
ing the world better for people like 
my old friends 
Glen, Linda, Jon, Larry and so 
many more. 

Thank you for your past and future 
support!
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Volunteer Feature: Opportunities for Groups

UDS recently hosted two groups looking to 
build community and teamwork through 

volunteerism.

The University of Akron’s National Residence Hall 
Honorary students spent an afternoon with bowlers 
in our All-Star Training Club inclusive sports 
program. Jess Cliff, student leader, appreciated UDS’ 
welcoming and inclusive community. “Everyone was 
so kind and encouraging. Our members had a chance 
to create strong relationships while giving back.”

Cameron Carris PE, director at Ketchum & Walton 
Co., and coworkers spent a morning in our Adult 
Day Services assisting in a spirited cornhole 
tournament. “We want to support the community we 
live and work in and build community.” Everyone 
enjoyed the camaraderie and friendly competition.

If your group is interested in team building 
through volunteering, visit udsakron.org or call 
Amy Tubergen at 330-762-9755, ext. 243, for more 
information on volunteer opportunities at UDS.
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